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       Chief Medical Officer 

 
Early advice on 2019 seasonal influenza vaccines 

 
Dear Colleague 
 
Annual vaccination is the most important measure to prevent influenza and its 
complications. I particularly encourage you to identify and offer vaccination to those most at 
risk of severe disease.  
 
What’s new for 2019 
All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 6 months and older are now able to 
receive free seasonal influenza vaccines through the National Immunisation Program (NIP).  

 The gap in eligibility for 5 to 14 year olds has been closed. 

 Please review the processes in your clinic to ensure all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people aged 6 months and older are offered a NIP seasonal influenza vaccine 
from 2019. 

 
2019 NIP influenza vaccines 

Vaccines for people under 65 years: 

 Age-specific quadrivalent influenza vaccines (QIVs) are available for people under 
65 years of age: 

o FluQuadri Junior® (Sanofi Pasteur)  

o FluQuadri® (Sanofi Pasteur)   

o Fluarix® Tetra (GSK)  

o Afluria Quad® (Seqirus)  

 Continue to check the barrel of the vaccine before each vaccination to ensure you 
administer the correct vaccine for the patient’s age. 

 

Vaccines for people 65 years and older: 

 For those aged 65 years and older, a trivalent influenza vaccine (TIV) Fluad® (Seqirus) 
will be available. 

 This vaccine should be given in preference to the QIVs for those aged 65 years and older 
as it is specifically designed to provide increased protection for those aged 65 years and 
older by creating a greater immune response than a QIV.  

 The alternate TIV for people aged 65 years and older that was available in 2018, Fluzone 
High Dose® (Sanofi Pasteur), will not be available on the NIP in 2019. 
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2019 influenza virus strains 

Influenza virus strains included in the 2019 seasonal influenza vaccines are:  

o A (H1N1): an A/Michigan/45/2015 (H1N1)pdm09 like virus  

o A (H3N2): an A/Switzerland/8060/2017 (H3N2) like virus (New in 2019) 

o B: a B/Colorado/06/2017 like virus (New in 2019) (not included in the TIVs) 

o B: a B/Phuket/3073/2013 like virus 

 

Timing of vaccination 

2019 influenza vaccines for the NIP will be available from April, subject to local vaccine 
supply.   
 
Optimal protection against influenza occurs within the first three to four months following 
vaccination. Timing of vaccination should aim to achieve the highest level of protection 
during peak influenza season, usually from June to September in most parts of Australia.   
Vaccinating from April provides protection before the peak season.  
 

Discard 2018 influenza vaccines when they expire 

All 2018 influenza vaccines (due to expire by 28 February 2019 at the latest) should only be 
used until 28 February 2019 and then discarded, so that there is no potential of having both 
2018 and 2019 vaccines in the fridge.  
 

Further advice 

I will write to you again in April with further details about the program, along with a 
vaccination provider factsheet and promotional materials for your practice or clinic. 
 
Further information about influenza and the NIP, including eligibility for free influenza 
vaccines, is provided through the Department of Health’s immunisation website at 
health.gov.au/immunisation. 
 
Note that some states and territories are funding free influenza vaccines for children aged six 
months to less than 5 years.  Contact your state and territory health department for 
information. 
 

ACT     02 6205 2300 NSW   1300 066 055 NT       08 8922 8044 

SA       1300 232 272 TAS     1800 671 738 VIC     1300 882 008 

WA      08 9321 1312 QLD    Contact your local Public Health Unit 

 
Please share this information with others in your practice who administer or prescribe 
vaccines, including locums and nurse immunisers.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Professor Brendan Murphy 
Chief Medical Officer 
28 February 2019 


