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OFFSITE PHARMACIST-ADMINISTERED IMMUNISATIONS
This resource has been developed to act as a checklist for providing offsite pharmacist-administered immunisations in Queensland. 
When providing immunisation services in a setting not listed in the Extended Practice Authority – Pharmacists, a General Approval must be sought.
This checklist is not exhaustive, and pharmacists are still encouraged to remain aware of legislative and professional requirements when providing immunisation services in any setting. 
The Pharmacy Guild of Australia, Queensland’s Immunisations in Queensland Community Pharmacies resource is a key tool for staying up to date.	Comment by Elizabeth Whitehead: Will need to link once this has a home
Before vaccinating, pharmacists must:
1. Refer to the EPA - Pharmacists for the most current information about which vaccines pharmacists are authorised to administer, and under what restrictions and conditions (including age).
2. Review the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) to check the patient’s previous immunisation history.
3. Check the online Australian Immunisation Handbook or download the Handbook app for the most current vaccination information.
4. Record the correct details of all vaccination on the AIR as soon as possible after vaccines have been administered.

DISCLAIMER: This information is current at time of publication. 
The Guild has taken all reasonable care in preparing this information; however, it is provided as a guide only. We will in no way be liable to you or anyone else for any loss, however caused (including through negligence) which may be directly or indirectly suffered in connection with the use of this information.
The master document is controlled electronically. Printed copies of this document are not controlled. Document users are responsible for ensuring printed copies are valid, prior to use.



	
	What to do
	Resource

	
	If not administering immunisation medicines at a facility listed in the EPA-P, complete a Queensland Health General Approval form
	Application form – General approval - Immunisation program (pharmacist) – Initial application

	
	Include offsite immunisation service in pharmacy’s Substance Management Plan
	Substance management plans (SMPs) | Queensland Health

Substance Management Plan Templates | Queensland Guild

	
	Consider logistics of establishing and managing immunisation clinic at allocated times.

Queensland Health provides comprehensive information for School Immunisation Programs which may be useful as a reference. 
	School Immunisation Program | Queensland Health

	
	Ensure environment is compliant with EPA-P (Appendix 3)
	Legislation, standards and extended practice authorities | Queensland Health

	
	Ensure sufficient staffing to meet requirements of EPA-P (Appendix 1 & 2)
	Legislation, standards and extended practice authorities | Queensland Health

	
	Ensure accessibility to the National Immunisation Program schedule and resources
	Immunisation schedules and programs | Queensland Health

	
	Prepare appropriate documentation and processes to gather consent from patients. 

Consider additional requirements for consent from patients such as students or aged care residents who may need a carer to consent on their behalf.
	Guide to Informed Decision-making in Health Care | Queensland Health


	
	Ensure compliance with Strive for 5 guidelines, including but not limited to coolers and ice packs
	National Vaccine Storage Guidelines – Strive for 5, 3rd edition

	
	Ensure accessibility to the Australian Immunisation Record to confirm appropriateness of vaccination and to record vaccinations in a timely manner.

Access may be best via professional services software.
	Manage immunisation records in AIR - Health professionals - Services Australia

	
	Prepare sharps and sharps disposal equipment. 

Ensure sufficient sharps disposal options are available and that sharps can be safely transported between vaccination site and pharmacy.

Consider your Infection Control Management Plan.
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