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Medicines where interrupted supply could result in serious health 

consequences – prescription  
Category Class Medicine Name/s (examples 

only) 
Analgesics Opioids, 

NSAIDs, 
gabapentinoids 

tramadol, oxycodone, fentanyl, 
hydromorphone, tapentadol, morphine, 
methadone, celecoxib, pregabalin etc. 

Anaphylaxis 
treatment 

 adrenaline  

Anti-anginals  isosorbide mononitrate, glyceryl 
trinitrate 

Anti-arrhythmics  digoxin, amiodarone, flecainide etc. 
Anti-coagulants  warfarin, rivaroxaban, dabigatran, 

apixaban, enoxaparin 
Anti-depressants TCAs, SSRIs, 

SNRIs, MAOIs 
amitriptyline, sertraline, venlafaxine, 
moclobamide etc. 

Anti-diarrhoeals Opioid 
antidiarrhoeals 

Loperamide, diphenoxylate 

Anti-epileptics  Carbamazepine, lamotrigine, phenytoin, 
topiramate, valproate, levetiracetam etc. 

Anti-hypertensives  ramipril, irbesartan, metoprolol, 
dihydropyridines, methyldopa etc. 

Anti-parkinson drugs  carbidopa/levodopa, 
levodopa/benserazide 

Anti-platelets  clopidogrel, aspirin, ticagrelor, prasugrel 
Anti-psychotics  olanzapine, risperidone, aripiprazole, 

paliperidone, quetiapine 
 

Anti-virals  eg treatments for hepatitis c 
Benzodiazepines  diazepam, clonazepam etc. 
Cancer/Palliative 
care medicines 

 chemotherapy and symptom 
management (anti-nauseants etc). 

Diuretics  spironolactone, frusemide, HCT 
Endocrine medicines  Thyroxine, carbimazole/PTU, 

hydrocortisone etc. 
Gastrointestinal 
medicines 

 Pancreatic enzymes 

Glaucoma eye drops Beta blockers, 
prostaglandin 
analogues 

Timolol, latanoprost 

Immunosuppressants Steroids, 
DMARDs, 
bDMARDs 

Prednisolone, methotrexate, adalimumab 
etc. 

Insulins  Multiple 
Oral contraceptives  Multiple 
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Oral hypoglycaemics Sulfonylureas, 
DPP4s, SGLT2is, 
GLP1s 

Metformin, glicazide, sitagliptin, 
empagliflozin, exenatide etc. 

Respiratory B2 agonists, 
anticholinergics, 
inhaled 
corticosteroids, 
theophyllines, 
montelukast 

Multiple 

 

Medicines where interrupted supply could result in serious health 

consequences – non-prescription 
Adrenaline auto-
injector 
Chloramphenicol 
eye 
drops/ointment 
GTN 
Levonorgestrel 
Naloxone 
Salbutamol 

 

Medicines that may be subject to increased demand due to COVID-19 

symptom management –prescription  
 

 Class Medicine Name (examples) 
Asthma/ 
COPD 

Short acting B2 
agonist 

Salbutamol, Terbutaline - inhaled 

LABA, long-
acting beta2 
agonist 
 

Salmeterol, Formoterol, Indacaterol, Vilanterol – 
inhaled (including in combination inhalers) 

SAMA, short-
acting 
muscarinic 
antagonist 

Ipratropium - inhaled 

LAMA, long-
acting 
muscarinic 
antagonist 
 

Tiotropium, aclidinium, umeclidinium, 
glycopyrronium - inhaled 

ICS, inhaled 
corticosterioid 
 

Fluticasone propionate, fluticasone, furoate, 
budesonide, beclomethasone, ciclesonide, olodaterol – 
inhaled (including in combination inhalers) 
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Leukotriene 
receptor 
antagonist 

Montelukast sodium - oral 

Cromones 
(mast cell 
stabilisers) 

Sodium cromoglycate – inhaled, nedocromil sodium - 
inhaled 

Theophyllines Theophylline 

Anti-IgE Omalizumab 

Anti-IL-5 
receptor 

Benralizumab 

Anti-IL-5 Mepolizumab 

Systemic 
corticosteroid 

Prednisolone – oral, dexamethasone - oral 

Adrenaline Adrenaline  

Saline Saline - inhaled 

Cystic 
Fibrosis 
medicine
s 

Cystic fibrosis 
transmembran
e conductance 
regulator 
(CFTR) protein 
progenitor 

Ivacaftor, lumacaftor/ivacaftor, tezacaftor/ivacaftor 

Anti-
infectives 

Antibiotic 
 

Amoxycillin - oral 

Amoxycillin and clavulanate - oral 

Doxycycline - oral 

Clarithromycin - oral 

Cefuroxime - oral 

Moxifloxacin - oral 

Azithromycin - oral 

Ciprofloxacin - oral 

Moxifloxacin - oral 

Clindamycin - oral 

Benzyl-penicillin - injection 

Ceftriaxone - injection 

Erythromycin - oral 

Roxithromycin - oral 

Influenza 
medicine
s 

Neuraminidase 
inhibitors  
 

Oseltamivir, zanamivir 

Vaccines Vaccine 
 

Influenza vaccines - injected 

Pneumococcal vaccinations - injected 

Oxygen Domicillary 
Oxygen 
Therapy 

Oxygen - inhaled 
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Medicines that may be subject to increased demand due to COVID-19 

symptom management – non-prescription 
 

Anti-histamines 
Cough 
suppressants 
Decongestants 
Expectorants 
Ibuprofen 
Mucolytics 
Aspirin 
Paracetamol 
Throat 
preparations 
(lozenges, gargles) 

 


